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Ce sujet comporte les 5 documents suivants :

Document 1 — Oligarchy Comes to America: Could a backlash to the country’s
megarich ruling class come soon?, Slate, November 15, 2024

Document 2 — Biden Delivers a Farewell Address and a Warning to the Nation, The
New York Times, January 15, 2025

Document 3 — « Elon Musk, pilier complotiste de la campagne de Donald Trump »,
sur Franceinfo : un précieux allié en désinformation, Le Monde, November 5, 2024
Document 4 —Table, Trump’s victory adds record $64bn to wealth of richest top 10
Document S — Political editorial cartoon, Adam Zyglis, 2015

I- RESUME ANALYTIQUE COMPARATIF

Répondre dans la langue cible a la question posée en 350 mots (+ ou - 10%) en identifiant
et en comparant les informations pertinentes dans les documents 1 et 2, sans commentaire
personnel ni paraphrase.

According to Document 1 and Document 2, what role did money play in last year’s American
presidential election?

II - EXPRESSION PERSONNELLE : ESSAI ARGUMENTE

Répondre dans la langue cible 4 la question posée en 500 mots (+ ou - 10%), en réagissant
au contenu du dossier, sans paraphraser celui-ci, tout en développant son opinion
personnelle. Vous devez illustrer votre argumentation avec des exemples culturels,
civilisationnels et/ou historiques du monde anglophone.

In your opinion, to what extent is democracy at risk within the United States?

III - TRADUCTION DU FRANCAIS EN ANGLAIS (THEME)

Traduire uniquement la partie du texte indiquée en francais en gras et
entre crochets |[....]

Traduire du frangais en anglais de « L’ homme » a « eux »
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Document 1 :

“Oligarchy Comes to America: Could a backlash to the country’s megarich ruling class come
soon?”, Scott Nover, Slate, November 15, 2024

On November 8, Elon Musk hopped on a diplomatic call between President-elect Donald
Trump and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky. Musk isn’t just a billionaire presidential
funder, but a high-powered government contractor whose businesses were promised $3 billion
across nearly 100 different contracts and 17 agencies last year, according to a recent New York
Times tally. And Musk’s Starlink satellite internet systems have been key to Ukrainian military
efforts in its war against Russia—paid for by the Pentagon. More recently, Trump put Musk
and billionaire businessman Vivek Ramaswamy in charge of a new effort he says will reduce
government bureaucracy.

All of this makes Musk the most visible American oligarch. Yes, oligarch. While oligarchs are
typically thought of as Eastern European businessmen with considerable sway over
government, Northwestern University political science professor Jeffrey Winters says we need
to start applying the label not only to Musk but to many of America’s ultrawealthy.

Trump is supported by billionaires with names you’ve heard of, such as the Winklevoss twins
of Facebook fame, and those you might not have, like banking heir Timothy Mellon, who
donated $76.5 millionto Trump and aligned groups. Meanwhile, Bill Gates, Michael
Bloomberg, and other American oligarchs threw their support behind Kamala Harris.

[The journalist from Slate, Scott Nover, spoke with Jeffrey Winters about oligarchy—his area
of focus—and how to think about wealth and power in Trump’s America. Here is what Jeffrey
Winters said:]

The term oligarch is a very ancient word with a stable meaning. So for over 2,000 years, it has
referred to a small number of people empowered politically by massive wealth; [...] they have
a very flexible instrument to use, and that is money. Money in politics means that you can
shape and buy outcomes. For much of history, oligarchs funded their own political positions.
But in recent centuries, they have actually used their money to support other political figures
and agendas, as they have not necessarily themselves been holding office.

[Oligarchy]’s not a very common word here. Instead, we often hear terms like megadonor, for
example, to describe the people who really have a major impact on the direction and the agenda
of American politics through the use of their wealth-power. Megadonor is a term that oligarchs
themselves are much more comfortable with because the base of the word is “to donate,” as if
what you’re doing is altruistic or selfless. But that’s actually not what’s happening. Oligarchs
use their wealth-power because they have very important agendas that they want to achieve.

The fundamental principle of democracy is power equally shared. That’s where our
commitment to things like “one person, one vote” comes from. And in a democracy, if you
have what is essentially the equivalent of “some people, one vote, but other people, 10,000
votes, or 1 million votes,” that clearly is a violation of the most fundamental democratic
principles.

And if the kind of power that oligarchs are using were somehow expressed in direct votes, it
would be much more obvious what a distortion of democracy and how antidemocratic it is. But
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because it’s been interpreted as voice instead of voting — meaning you’re simply expressing
your preferences as if it were campaigning—the distortion is blurred. When it comes to the
actual voting booth, every oligarch gets only one vote. But this ignores all the multiple ways
in which power is distributed in the democracy unequally. So the question becomes: Why
should we fetishize voting and ignore all the extreme distortions of power in the system and
then try to call it a strong democracy after that?

Money is always power. It’s almost impossible to strip the power component out of wealth
and money. It can set things in motion, it can fuel a campaign. Citizens United basically
opened up the floodgates and took virtually all limits off the use of wealth-power in the
American political system. And compared to earlier periods when we had campaign finance
reforms in place—McCain-Feingold and other policies—there was an attempt to try to limit
the expression of wealth power. We’re at a moment of maximum oligarchic power in the
United States.

[...]JIf we look at the robber baron era, there was outrage at the degree to which ultrawealthy
people were directly engaging in politics and shaping outcomes and backing particular
individuals who were winning and then passing policies that defended the wealth of these
oligarchic figures. And the kind of reaction we saw in the New Deal, where, for example, the
very first taxes on income in the United States were taxes on the wealthy exclusively. There’s
a whole series of backlash policies that we saw—they didn’t come immediately, but they did
come. So the anger starts first and then the opportunities to act on that anger come later.
Whatever your political position—Democrat, Republican, independent—Americans should be
alarmed and outraged at the role money is playing in their democracy.

We’re seeing an unusual alliance between working-class Americans and oligarchs. It’s
happening not because the MAGA movement is actually going to respond to the pain and the
working-class interests of the base. I think they’re good at responding to the anger. And the
Democrats are not responding at all either to the class interests of the working class or to the
anger. But this alliance of the working class with oligarchs, I would predict, is going to work
out far to the advantage of oligarchs and produce very little that is concrete in terms of standard
of living for the average working-class American.

Document 2 :

“Biden Delivers a Farewell Address and a Warning to the Nation”, Erica L. Green, The New
York Times, January 15, 2025

President Biden on Wednesday warned that an “oligarchy” of the ultrawealthy was emerging
in America, sounding the alarm about unchecked power as he gave a farewell speech to the
nation just days before he surrenders office to a man he disdains.

In an address from the Oval Office, Mr. Biden expressed concern about the “dangerous
concentration of power” and issued a plea for the preservation of democratic ideals and
institutions under the administration of President-elect Donald J. Trump.

“Today, an oligarchy is taking shape in America of extreme wealth, power and influence that
literally threatens our entire democracy, our basic rights and freedoms and a fair shot for
everyone to get ahead,” Mr. Biden said.
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While Mr. Biden did not explicitly name Mr. Trump, his remarks went straight at the tension
at the heart of the incoming administration, in which billionaires like Elon Musk are positioned
to wield enormous influence over the next four years. Are they really populists intent on
shaking up the government to benefit working people who have been left behind by the
establishment? Or are they just billionaire disrupters out to enrich themselves?

Mr. Biden’s warning of an unelected oligarchy taking shape echoed a similar one by President
Dwight D. Eisenhower, who spoke about the military-industrial complex in his farewell
address. The Biden version referred to the “tech-industrial complex,” in which he warned of
the erosion of truth itself, brought forth by unchecked social media platforms — a reference to
Meta doing away with fact-checkers this week — and artificial intelligence.

“Americans are being buried under an avalanche of misinformation and disinformation
enabling the abuse of power,” Mr. Biden said. [...]

“The powerful forces want to wield their unchecked influence to eliminate the steps we’ve
taken to tackle the climate crisis, to serve their own interest for power and profit,” he said. “We
must not be bullied into sacrificing the future, the future of our children and our grandchildren.
We must keep pushing forward and push faster.” [...]

“Qur system of separation of powers, checks and balances — it may not be perfect," he said,
“but it’s maintained our democracy for nearly 250 years, longer than any other nation in history
that’s ever tried such a bold experiment.”

Mr. Biden called for term limits and ethics reform for the Supreme Court and banning members
of Congress from trading stocks.

And he issued a call for changes that would safeguard against a recent Supreme Court decision
that gave presidents broad immunity, which Mr. Trump has sought to use to blunt multiple
criminal charges and could protect him as he vows retribution and other autocratic acts while
in office.

“We need to amend the Constitution to make clear that no president is immune from crimes
that he or she commits while in office,” Mr. Biden said. [...]

Document 3 :

« Elon Musk, pilier complotiste de la campagne de Donald Trump », sur Franceinfo : un
précieux allié en désinformation, Pascal Galinier, Le Monde, November 5, 2024

Le patron de Tesla, SpaceX et du réseau social X (ex-Twitter) s’est beaucoup investi dans I’Etat
de Pennsylvanie, I’un des sept swing states (Etats pivots), qui fut décisif en 2016 pour la
victoire du candidat du Parti républicain Donald Trump, qui y avait décroché 45 000 voix de
plus que sa rivale Hillary Clinton.

[L’homme le plus riche des Etats-Unis, sinon du monde, n’a pas lésiné sur les moyens,
devenant un rouage a part entiére de la campagne de Donald Trump — qui lui a promis de le
nommer a la téte d’une commission chargée de faire un audit du gouvernement américain, en
vue de le « réformer » en profondeur. |[...]

12/19



Apres avoir investi 75 millions de dollars (69 millions d’euros) dans la campagne du candidat
républicain, Elon Musk a promis d’offrir 1 million de dollars chaque jour & un électeur choisi
« au hasard » sur les listes électorales des swing states en échange de la signature d’une pétition
déclarant intouchables le premier et le deuxiéme amendement de la Constitution américaine —
ceux qui garantissent la liberté d’expression et le port d’armes —, dont « les médias traditionnels
ne veulent pas parler », dit-il.

Les médias, autre cible de la sphére complotiste... Le réseau X lui offre « une puissance de feu
sans pareille ». Elon Musk fait siennes les accusations contre les démocrates d’acheminer
massivement des migrants « illégaux » dans les Etats-clés afin qu’ils y obtiennent la nationalité
américaine et votent pour eux] ; ou celles affirmant que le gouvernement travailliste
britannique envisagerait d’ouvrir des camps de rétention pour se débarrasser des émeutiers
d’extréme droite descendus dans les rues de Southport le 30 juillet aprés 1’attaque au couteau
d’enfants par un adolescent de 17 ans, né a Cardiff de parents rwandais. [...]

Le patron a « lié son destin a celui de Donald Trump », conclut le podcast. Il a offert des habits
neufs aux arguments que ne manquera pas de brandir la « trumposphére » au lendemain du 5
novembre, soit pour contester la défaite de son champion, soit pour célébrer sa revanche tant
attendue sur « le systéme » qui I’avait « spolié » en 2020...

Document 4 :

Table from Bloomberg — “Trump’s victory adds record $64bn to wealth of richest top 10,
The Guardian, November 7, 2024

Wealth increases from November 5, 2024 to November 6, 2024

1. Elon Musk $290bn (+10.1%) 6. Bill Gates $159.5bn (+1.2%)

2. Jeff Bezos $228.3bn (+3.2%) 7. Larry Page $158.3bn (+3.6%)

3. Mark Zuckerberg $202.5bn (0%) 8. Sergey Brin $149.1bn (+3.6%)

4. Larry Ellison $193.5bn (+5.4%) 9. Warren Buffett $147.8bn (+5.4%)
5. Bernard Arnault $173.2bn (-1.6%) 10. Steve Ballmer $145.9bn (+2%)

Document 5: Political editorial cartoon, Adam Zyglis, 2015
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